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With colouring-in pages, stickers and quirky characters, 
what better way to engage students’ interest than through 
Lorraine’s stimulating paths to learning?

For extra resources, go to her Stringstastic website. Viola and 
Cello books and Level 3 books will be out in 2019.

CANONS for Four Violins, Violas, Cellos 
Complied & arr. Deborah Greenblatt
www.greenblattandseay.com
The remarkable Deborah Greenblatt 
continues her series of delightful 
arrangements. Her ensembles offer a rich and 
diverse palette of duets, trios and quartets, 
with melodies drawn from every part of the world. Ms. 
Greenblatt now presents her Canons for Four. Individual part 
books are available for violin, viola and cello and additional 
parts can be obtained for extra players depending on their 
preferred clefs.

Many of these selections are short and simple, and are ideal 
sight-reading exercises, as well as a great introduction to the 
pleasures of chamber music.

My young students enjoyed playing these canons as a fun 
treat to conclude a lesson and see who is caught out first 
(maybe the teacher?).

Favourites were quickly established and thus we had plenty of 
encores.

Second, third and fourth players’ cues are clearly marked. 
However, printed as numbers above a note, they can be 
mistaken for fingerings, so perhaps they could be designated, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th player in a future printing.

Meanwhile, have fun with these catchy tunes.

LITTLE CLASSIC SUITE
Howard E. Akers
CARL FISCHER AS41
www.carlfischer.com
Carl Fischer’s string orchestra catalogue 
contains many well-known as well as lesser-
known gems such as this one by Howard 
Akers. Conductor of the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra for many 
years, Akers (1913-1984) has written a very appealing suite 
comprising an Overture, Arioso and a Minuet. In first position 
throughout, and 3 ½ ‘in duration, it is ideal for beginners to 
Grade 2 level. 

A full score and multiple parts, including a piano 
accompaniment are included. Highly recommended.

TOP TEN for Violin Book 4
Georgia Vale
SPARTAN PRESS SP1334
www.spartanpress.co.uk
British violinist and pedagogue Georgia Vale 
once again hits the jackpot with her fourth 
book in her outstanding Top Ten series. The 
10 sets of 10 exercises are kept short (four or five lines long) 
with the emphasis on mastering the technique rather than 
note-reading.

At approximately Grade 6-8 level, each is designed to 
progress systematically up the technical ladder, adding new 
techniques or honing earlier skills which can then be called 

upon when playing pieces. Paganini, Beethoven and De 
Bériot come to mind in the variety of fast string-crossings, 
octaves, saving bow over 16-note slurs, ricochet, thirds and 
much more. Set Ten features one-string octaves, irregular 
groups in varying time signatures, a ‘ferociously fiendish’ 
finger twister, bariolage, three-part chords and tenths. A fun 
‘Top Ten’ piece at the end of each set includes some of the 
trickiest techniques learned.

Delightful quirky drawings, helpful hints and metronome 
speed challenges are all pertinent in Georgia’s latest book. It 
forms a valuable basis for every advanced student’s practice.

No need to plough through a raft of studies – repeat these 
enjoyable exercises as often as you like.

CONCERTO in D, Op. 36 for vln & pno
Oskar Rieding (1840-1918)
BÄRENREITER BA 10697 

Bärenreiter’s Concert Pieces series 
comprises the most popular student 
concertos and pieces, edited by renowned 
pedagogue Kurt Sassmannshaus.

German violinist, teacher and composer Oskar Rieding, as 
concertmaster of the Budapest Opera House orchestra, 
made notable contributions to musical life in the Hungarian 
capital.

Although his melodious concertos are entirely in the first 
position, they give a sense of grandeur, mimicking the 
virtuosity of more advanced works in the genre. Thus a 
satisfying sense of achievement is attainable for young players 
in their first forays.

Hidden behind the charming tunes is a wealth of technical 
learning with varied bowings, phrasing, dynamics, tempo and 
key changes and fast passages.

Who would have thought that these appealing ‘old-fashioned’ 
tunes were written in 1911, in the same year as Elgar’s 2nd 
Symphony, Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde, Stravinsky’s 
Petroushka ballet and Schoenberg’s Manual of Harmony?

With a duration of 10 minutes, students can shine in their first 
recital.

ITALIAN CLASSICS for Violin & Piano
Arr. David Brooker
UNIVERSAL EDITION UE 38 027
www.universaledition.com
David Brooker has arranged favourite 
melodies from Italy. He brings two threads 
together; allowing the violinist to play some of 
the great Italian vocal works on Italy’s gift to us –the violin.

Intermediate students and beyond can thus explore a rich 
cantabile tone and revel in this collection of glorious melodies.

2 DUETS in canon form
Paganini ed. Italo Vescovo
UTORPHEUS HS 251
www.utorpheus.com
Editor Italo Vescovo discovered these gems 
in the Casanatense Library in Rome.

Lacking a date or any other useful references, 
these unique duets are thought to stem from Paganini’s 
youth, when he was studying with Alessandro Rolla and 
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SINFONIA CONCERTANTE, G. 523
Luigi Boccherini ed. Matanya Ophee
Editions Orphée
www.editionsorphee.com
Boccherini’s skill as an arranger is evident in 
this expanded orchestral interpretation of his 
string quintet Op. 10, No. 4. He utilizes some 
of the original themes and exploits the dialogue between the 
concertante instruments to wonderful effect.

Discovered in 1929 in the Opera Library in Paris, the work 
employs string and wind sections as well as obligato guitar.

To quote from Dr. Burney, “There is no music more ingenious, 
elegant and pleasing...than (Boccherini’s) Quintets.”An 
extensive Preface and suggestions for performance by Israeli-
American guitar historian Matanya Ophee complements this 
beautiful edition. Ensembles looking to include a guitarist in 
their midst will welcome this charming piece. 

IN THE ZOO for violin & piano
Aleksey Igudesman
Universal Edition UE 36771
With a cover design that is bound to attract 
young players, and animal pictures to colour 
in, these ten animal-themed pieces are ideal 
fare for grade 2-3 fiddlers.

The snake features ponticello, the polar bear shivers in 
tremolo and the lion elicits a suitable gruff roar from piano 
to forte; so many skills are learned while having fun. The 
monkey, ostrich, giraffe, penguin, hippo, panda and zebra are 
all present and correct too.

Quirky cartoons by Felicia Gulda in both violin and piano parts 
are a definite drawcard.

Add the crayons for a delightful gift.

ENCORE, Books 1, 2 & 3
Complied by Jenny Stirling
ABRSM
www.abrsm.org/encore
Jenny Stirling has compiled a three-book 
set of popular violin pieces from the last few 
decades, based on those most frequently 
played in ABRSM exams, consulting her selections with 
students and colleagues. The result includes repertoire from 
around the world and across all eras, including classical, folk 
and dance styles.

Quite apart from exam considerations and further developing 
technical skills, they are fun to play and are great choices for 
concert performances.

We all have favourites from the past that are sometimes hard 
to find; here are many of them under the one ‘roof’, covering 
Grades 1 through to Grade 6 levels.

Ranging from Fiddle Time by Kathy and David Blackwell, 
Dancla’s Air de Ballet and Bolero by Carl Bohm, 48 pieces 
include background information, signposting key skills and 
thus triggering ideas for exploring the music.

These attractively presented books make ideal gifts for keen 
students.

TOP TEN for Violin, Bks. 1, 2 & 3
Georgia Vale
Spartan Press, SP 1331, 1332, 1333
www.SpartanPress.co.uk
Distinguished English violin pedagogue 
Georgia Vale provides ten sets of ten 
exercises in each of three progressive 
manuals, covering beginners to Grade 2, then Grades 2-4 
and finally Grades 4-6.

The exercises are short and simple, with basic techniques 
repeated in progressively difficult exercises.

Her emphasis is on mastering the technique rather than note-
reading.

As in her earlier books, Vale’s ideas are very entertaining and 
enjoyable while detailed and progressive at the same time. 

Initial plucking, string-crossing, rhythmic bow exercises, slurs, 
dynamics, finger aerobics, harmonics and much more are 
all designed to give the student a secure base on which to 
develop skills. By Book Three, the student will be proficient 
in up-bow staccato, ricochet, trills, double stops, shifting and 
higher positions.

Tips and tricks abound together with Georgia’s delightful 
stick-figure drawings to keep the student fully engaged. 
These are the ‘go-to’ books I would choose for the upcoming 
generation of young violinists.

THE VIOLIN PLAYLIST
Arr. Barrie Carson Turner
Schott ED 13861
www.schott-music.com
This attractive new series presents the 
50 most popular classical pieces in easy 
arrangements for each instrument, suitable 
for grade 1-4 standard. There’s music for every occasion from 
the symphonic, operatic and solo repertoire which will provide 
hours of happy playing and listening. Gems from Beethoven, 
Bizet, Brahms, Delibes, Grieg, Handel, Puccini, Schubert and 
dozens more are all beautifully presented in clear, easy-to-
read print. PDF piano parts and MP3 play-along tracks are 
available to download from Schott’s website using the code 
playlistaccomp/.

The Cello Playlist book is ED 13862.

20 PIECES for the Young Violist
Marie-Anne Remond
Gerard Billaudot Editeur
www.billaudot.com
Designed for the first year of viola, these 
appealing pieces achieve their aim of 
providing beginners with enjoyable, 
accessible music. Progressing from open strings to all fingers, 
with each little tune between 20 and 50 seconds long, a 
variety of keys, rhythms, dynamic and expression marks and 
varied slurs and bowings will see the young player well on his 
way to progress.

A colour-in page at the front will be enjoyed as a special treat 
after learning a new piece.

English as well as French titles for the songs would be 
welcome. Everything else in the books is translated!


